
CROSBIE CUP 24TH-25TH JULY
Following the Regatta on 4th July, the 
next major event hosted in our Club will 
be the Crosbie Cup for the Optimist 
Class. This very popular event will see 
young sailors and their boat arrive from 
all over the country to compete.

The cup was first presented by Eamon 
Crosbie of the National Yacht Club
and was first sailed for in 1992. 
Eamon’s two sons Alan and David
sailed Oppies and the cup was 
presented in memory of their younger 
brother who tragically died. Sutton 
Dinghy Club are privileged in 2004 to 
host this very special event and by 
continuing the legacy of this trophy 
hope to promote junior sailing in Ireland. 

While other Optimist events are open to 
all registered sailors up to the age of 15 
years, the Crosbie Cup is particularly

unique with places limited only to those 
not ranked within the country’s top 50 
sailors. This therefore is a race series 
specifically designed to encourage the 
development of junior sailing within the 
various sailing clubs at local level, and 
indeed the event is moved to a 
different location each year in order to 
promote this aim 

The Cup was last competed for at 
Lough Ree in 2003, Kinsale in 2002, 
Malahide in 2001, and Waterford 
Harbour in 2000.

BOAT PARK CLEARANCE
To make room for the expected 
influx of visiting boats and trailers 
for the Crosbie Cup, the Committee 
have decided that ALL boat owners 
must remove their boats from the 
Club Boat Park by the evening of 
Friday 23rd July. 
In accordance with the Boat 
Parking Agreement, any boats 
remaining after that time may be 
moved onto the beach or 
elsewhere, at the owner’s risk.
That is unless, of course, you sail 
an Optimist, and intend to compete 
in the event – in which case we 
hope that you enjoy racing against 
fellow sailors from other Clubs, and 
wish you every success!

KNOTS is the newsletter of 
Sutton Dinghy Club. 

Contributions are always welcome 
- contact the office in the 

Clubhouse (Telephone 839 3135), 
or any Committee Member.

The town of Howth will be at the centre 
of the Howth & Sutton Peninsula 
Festival on Saturday 17th & Sunday 
18th July. Entertainment will be the 
order of the day at this summer festival, 
with a focus on fun, music, food, 
activity, atmosphere and celebration! 

One very important visitor - President
McAleese - will visit the festival on 
Sunday to oversee the Blessing of the 
Boats and to join in the 'Howth 
Peninsula Pride' festivities which pays 
tribute to the dedication and contribution 
of its local community groups

For the duration of the festival, Howth's 
village streets will be jam-packed full of 
vintage vehicles, parading bands, 
face painters, clowns, stilt walkers, 
magicians, fire eaters, balloon 
makers and exhibitions of art & 
photographs. Expect an invasion of 
marauding Vikings and Celts over the 
over the weekend, to reflect Howth and 
Fingal's heritage.  The festival stage will 
present an extensive music programme 
ranging from jazz and trad to rock, 
pop and boy bands, and culminating in 
a free outdoor concert by the renowned 
In Tua Nua on Sunday evening.

The festival marquee will feature a 
'Taste of Howth' gourmet food event, 
cooking demonstrations and a ceili. 
While along the East Pier local fish 
shops will indulge the taste buds with 
their 'Sumptuous Seafood Sampling' 

A choice of walks celebrating Howth's 
spectacular scenery will cater for the 
varied interests of walkers. These 
include guided village and pier tours, 
Birdwatch Ireland walks to view the 
Peninsula’s indigenous bird population 
and nesting areas, and a more 
challenging Howth Hill Walk. For a 
town steeped in maritime traditions, 
visitors will witness the Blessing of the 
Boats with its fanfare and tradition, 
Howth Coastguard demonstrating 
search rescue techniques, the 
excitement of competitions and 
exhibitions of traditional skills 
including net repairing, knot tying, 
fish filleting, prawn shelling, and a 
mind boggling array of angling 
demonstrations.

To add to the atmosphere of 
competition and craic along the pier, 
local barmen and women will race for 
the title of Barman of Howth while 
local teams fight it out in tug-o'-war.

For those interested in maritime 
issues, the Baily Lighthouse, the brand 
new customs ship 'The Surveyor' and 
the BIM Training Unit will be open to 
the public over the course of the 
weekend.

The festival will be officially opened at 
1.00 pm on Saturday at the Festival 
Stage, which will be taken over at 1.15 
by “The Business” - a Jazz and 
Blues Band. At 2.00 pm the Howth 
Coastguard will provide a Cliff 
Rescue Display on the Nose of 
Howth. 

On Sunday 18th July there will be a 
Pipe Band Procession through 
Howth Village, followed by the 
Blessing of the Boats at The 
Monument at 1.30 pm, where the 
guest of honour will be President 
Mary McAleese – she will then 
formally launch the Howth Sutton 
Community Council and open the 
Community Groups Exhibition at 
2.15 pm in Scoil Mhuire.

And that’s only just some of what will 
be happening all over – for the full list 
of attractions on offer to young & old, 
visit the Peninsula Festival website 
www.howthpeninsula.com.

PARTY TIME ON THE PENINSULA – 17TH & 18TH JULY - HOWTH-SUTTON PENINSULA FESTIVAL

www.howthpeninsula.com


AVAILABILITY IN 2004
Asgard II still has availability on most 
voyages from September until the end of 
the season. The following are her 
scheduled trips around that period: 

12th to 20th September: Cork – Dingle, 
South & South West Coast

21st to 30th September: Dingle – Dublin, 
South Coast (including Festival in Youghal) 
& Irish Sea 

7th to 14th October: Dublin – Oban, Irish 
Sea & Scottish Isles

15th to 22nd October: Oban – Dublin, 
Scottish Isles & Irish Sea 

10th – 18th November: Cork – Cork, South 
West Coast

19th – 27th November: Cork – Dublin, 
South Coast & Irish Sea

28th November – 5th December: Dublin –
Dublin, Irish Sea/Wales

No, Sutton Dinghy Club are not taking 
direct bookings for these trips – you’ll 
have to do that yourself! Contact the 
Coiste an Asgard office at 01 6792169 or 
01 8042708 for further details.

CRUISES ON ASGARD II
On each cruise "Asgard II" has on board 
five permanent crew members: Master, 
Mate, Engineer, Bosun and Cook. The 
rest of the crew is made up of people like 
you (trainees) … there are 20 trainees on 
each trip. The male to female ratio is 
usually 1:1 to ensure equality aboard.

There is no set length to each cruise. 
They will tend to vary from 7 night cruises 
around the Irish and British coast and 
then extending to 10, 14 and 19 night 
cruises while participating in the Tall 
Ships Races. 

The cost of a cruise depends on the 
duration of the trip and the time of year. A 
week-long trip in the height of summer 
costs roughly €370 (16-24 year old) and 
€430 (25 years +). A 50% deposit is 
required within 2 weeks of you receiving 
notification, and the remainder is due 
approximately 4 weeks before the start of 
your trip. All meals, specialist equipment 
and training is included in this fee - after 
that all you need is spending money and 
the cost of getting to and from the ship.

More information regarding the 
cruises available, and the length of 
each cruise is available on the website 
www.irishsailtraining.com.

JUNIORS VISIT TALL SHIP – WOW!
The trainees taking part in the June ISA 
Junior Training course had an unexpected 
bonus the day before their course ended –
with the weather unsuitable for on-the-water 
activities, they were treated to a visit to 
ASGARD II, the Irish Sail Training vessel
which was moored in Howth.

The Asgard’s captain is none other than 
Colm Newport, who himself learned to sail 
in Sutton Dinghy Club ….. more years ago 
than he cares to remember! He told his 
young audience that he had intended to 
follow a completely different career, but 
sailing in Sutton Creek had changed his life 
– let this be a warning to all you would-be 
vets, doctors, lawyers, airline pilots etc. etc.!

Colm could not have been more hospitable 
to his young guests (and to the more senior 
members and instructors who accompanied 
them). His enthusiasm for sailing on Asgard 
was very evident, as was his appreciation of 
the wonderful opportunity it affords to all 
Irish people to learn by participating in a 
team activity. He personally gave the group 
a guided tour of the ship, explaining the 
workings of the sails and spars (a bit bigger 
than an Optimist or Mirror!), then showing 
them round the accommodation below decks 
(including a discussion about sea-sickness!).

The photograph below shows the SDC 
group watching a video of some of 
Asgard II’s voyages and activities. 

WHY NOT TAKE A TRIP ON ASGARD?
We know that SDC members are interested 
in sailing – but maybe you’d like to go sailing 
in something which offers a taste of 
adventure and teamwork? Anyone over 16 
years of age can apply for a berth - no 
sailing experience is necessary, so even your 
non-sailing Mums, Dads, brothers and sisters 
might like to try it!

The sail training scheme is operated by 
Coiste an Asgard - you will have the 
opportunity to go to sea on this lovely 
traditionally rigged brigantine, which was 
designed specially for sail training purposes 
by the late Jack Tyrrell and built in Arklow, 
Co. Wicklow, commissioned there on 7th 
March, 1981. While on board you will learn 
about the sea and sailing, and will live with 
the other trainees on the vessel. You will 
share the many tasks and activities 
associated with the running of a sailing ship.

The aim of the sail training scheme is to give 
young people the confidence and ability to 
face new challenges while at the same time 
teaching them how to mix well with other 
young people from all walks of life and 
generally giving them a greater appreciation 
and understanding of others (and we know 
that even SDC members could sometimes 
do with such appreciation and 
understanding around our Club!).

www.irishsailtraining.com

